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Winery Visit  
     March 21, 2010 

Your missed a good one 
 
 

Ludmilla Forsythe and David Critchfield  
(friend of Dorothy Morrison) won two sets  
of three bottles of Five Sons Wine. 33 People 

 attended the day and all reported a great day. 
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 From The Editor  
 

 Dear Reader 

 

We live in a fast and changing world where communication methods are 

ŜǾƻƭǾƛƴƎ ǎƻ ǊŀǇƛŘƭȅ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǳǎ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ά¢ǿŜŜǘǎΩΣ Web Logs 
(BLOG), Face Book , Myspace and a myriad others and Plastics Pioneers 
does need however to be cognisant of the changes and keep pace with how 
we communicate. We send copies of the Newsletter to many people by e-
mail and this list is growing avoiding the cost of printing and postage. 
Because of costs we are limited to about three or four hard copy runs each 
year. This does however restrict the frequency of communications and some 
information may be out of date when received. It also limits the opportunity 
to communicate and remind members about upcoming events. Accordingly 
we will continue to send out hard copy to those people who do not use 
electronic communications three or four times as year but we will also send 
out a Newsletter more frequently by e-mail. This is the first of the e-mail 
only editions to be used as the basis of the hard copy edition to be issued 
sometime in June-July. We will continue to encourage our members to 
accept communications via e-mail. 

Our web site now gets a good number of visitors, many using the 

REGISTRATION link for events that is now included on all our 
communications. We are also about to test a Plastics Pioneers άBLOGέ site 
which is also a rapidly expanding communication phenomenon. We are 
doing this to increase our exposure with the hope of encouraging new 
members. You can read about our membership efforts and more about the 
BLOG in the following pages. 
 

And do not forget to provide information and comments. Your letters 

contributions and feed back are welcome and encouraged. Just email to: 
plasticspioneers@plasticspioneers.com 
 
Editor 
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REGISTER 

http://www.plasticspioneers.com/
mailto:plasticspioneers@plasticspioneers.com
http://plasticspioneers.com/default.aspx
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      Five Sons Estate Winery Dromana 

 
33 people attended and all had an excellent time that included a 
 talk about the history of the Winery, extensive wine tastings 

and a very enjoyable meal. Two people won three bottles of Five 
Sons Wines. They were Ludmilla Forsythe and David Crutchfield 
 

Ludmilla Forsythe & Don Roberts 
 

 
 

 
David Crutchfield  Prize Winner   
 

 
 

Wine tasting prior to lunch 
 

 
 
 
 

We are now planning the Winery Visit for 2011. 
If you have ideas or suggestions drop me a line  
                                  

     plasticspioneers@plasticspioneers.com 
 
 

The Membership Drive Team lead by Jeff Langdon 
identified a number of key actions to increase membership 

in 2010 and beyond. These have been reviewed by 
Committee and the following agreed to or continue to be 

evaluated and worked on. 
 

1. New Membership Categories of Associate and 
Young Pioneer to compliment Members and Life 
Members-see page 8. 

2. Pioneers Scholarship to compliment Career 
Development Awards   promoted   industry wide 
with formal nominations and review. Sponsor 
support to be secured. This will lift awareness of 
PP across industry. Details being extensively work 
by the Team before a final decision 

3. Membership Drive by Pioneers with nominations 
from within Pioneers  

4. Membership Drive across all aspects of the 
industry and at TAFE and Universities 

5. New Venues, meeting formats and content to 
stimulate interest in PP events and activities. New 
cost structures and joint events with other 
associations to be considered by Events Team . 

6. Lift awareness of Plastics Pioneers via the 
capability to educate the public about the values 
of plastics. The BLOG concept will be used to test 
market interest. See Page 5 

 
 

Contact Plastics Pioneers 
 

To contact Plastics Pioneers you can Email; 

contact@plasticspioneers.com or 

plasticspioneers@plasticspioneers.com 

 
Mail to: Treasurer Dorothy Morrison 

7 Whiting Court, Wantirna South, Vic 3152 
Telephone: 03 9800 5725 

domo1942@hotmail.com  

 

Membership Drive Team 

mailto:plasticspioneers@plasticspioneers.com
mailto:contact@plasticspioneers.com
mailto:plasticspioneers@plasticspioneers.com
mailto:domo1942@hotmail.com
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We are grateful to and thank our 
valued    

sponsors: 
Culamix, Arthur Bourne, Bourne 

Trading, Frank Hook (Hook Plastics), 

PACIA, Futurum, Exhibition 

Management, Acquos 

Plastics History  

 
Henry Fordôs Soybean Car 

  

In the 1910ôs Henry Ford experimented with using agricultural materials in 

the manufacture of automobiles. Ford was partly motivated by a desire to find 
non-food applications for agricultural surpluses, which existed then as they do 
now. He tried out many agricultural crops, including wheat. Coil cases for the 

1915 Model T Ford were made from a wheat gluten resin reinforced with 
asbestos fibres. Eventually he focused on soybeans, and in the 1920s began 
promoting soybean products at every opportunity. He recruited Robert Boyer, 
a young chemist, to lead the research. In the following few years, uses were 
found for soy oil in automobile paints and enamels, in rubber substitutes, and 

in the production of glycerol for shock absorbers. Viscous solutions of soy 
protein were extruded and "set" in formaldehyde bath to form fibres for 

upholstery cloth. But Fordôs special interest was in converting soy meal into 
plastics. Soy meal is what is left after soy-beans are crushed or ground into 

flakes and the soy oil extracted with a hydrocarbon solvent. Soy meal is 
about 50 percent protein and 50 percent carbohydrate- mainly cellulose. The 
compositions of Fordôs soy plastics, and the methods of their processing, 

evolved over time and varied according to the application. In general the resin 
core was made of soy meal reacted with formaldehyde to produce cross-

linked protein (reminiscent of casein plastics and animal horn), but for added 
strength and resistance to moisture, phenol or urea was co-condensed with 

the protein. The resulting resin was part phenol formaldehyde (or urea 
formaldehyde) and part cross-linked soy protein; the soy meal was not merely 

a filler. The condensation took place in the presence of the cellulose and 
other carbohydrates that were part of the soy meal. Fillers, up to 50 to 60 
percent, provided additional cellulose fibbers, from HEMP, wood flour pulp 

from spruce or pine, cotton, flax, ramie even wheat. The final mix was about 
70 percent cellulose and 10 to 20 percent soy meal. When additional strength 
became necessary, glass fibre was also used. Relatively low pressures and 
temperatures were used in the moulding process. Soy meal plastics were 

used for a steadily increasing number of automobile parts- glove-box doors, 
gear-shift knobs, horn buttons, accelerator pedals, distributor heads, interior 
trim, steering wheels, dashboard panels, and eventually a prototype exterior 

rear-deck lid. Finally Ford gave the go-ahead to produce a completely 
prototype "plastic car," including an entire plastic body. The body consisted of 

fourteen plastic panels fixed to a welded tubular frame(instead of the 
customary parallel I-beam frame). The panels and frame each weighed about 

250 pounds. The total weight of the automobile was 2,300 pounds, roughly 
two-thirds the weight of a steel model of comparable size. Ford, a master at 
generating publicity, exhibited the prototype with great fanfare in 1941. But 
then, by late 1941, Ford no longer publicized the "plastic car". The reasons 
for this are unknown, but his media contacts, the strength of the Du Pont 

organization and World War II are likely to have played a role. Also, 
technology was not yet well developed and limited options. Plastics have 

become more common, but plastics from renewable resources got 
sidetracked. This is where Hemp Plastics have continued with research 
projects and collaborations to re-visit and re-new the use of plant based 

plastics. 
 

Sources: Southern California Plastics Pioneers and others 

 Alan Douglas Robinson LMPP 

In Sadness we report the passing of 

Alan Douglas Robinson LMPP 

!ÌÁÎ ȟ ×ÈÏ ×ÁÓ ËÎÏ× ÁÓ Ȱ!$2ȱ ÂÙ ÈÉÓ 

Nylex colleagues joined Moulded 

0ÒÏÄÕÃÔÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÅÁÒÌÙ ψτȭÓ ÁÓ Á 4ÒÁÉÎÅÅ 

Chemist following a secondary 

education at Scotch College. Alan 

Robinson held various executive 

positions at Nylex over his 30 years of 

employment, including Chief Chemist, 

Technical Manager and Division 

Manager. Late in his career he was 

Manager of International Operations 

and travelled extensively over this 

period. 5ÎÆÏÒÔÕÎÁÔÅÌÙ Ȱ!$2ȱ ÓÕÆÆÅÒÅÄ 

ill health during the final years with 

Nylex and he resigned to take up a 

position as General Manager of a 

family timber business. His friends at 

Plastics Pioneers always referred to 

Alan as a Gentleman. He will be sadly 

missed. Our best wishes and 

ÃÏÎÄÏÌÅÎÃÅÓ ÇÏ ÔÏ !ÌÁÎȭÓ ×ÉÄÏ× Norma 

and family. 

 

Information was kindly provided by Max 

Crimmens with assistance from Peter Marxsen, 

both colleagues at Nylex. A letter from Spenser 

Watson LMPP is included in Your View ɀLetters 

Page 8 
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Plastics Trivia 

An Australian Plastics Icon 
The ñEskyò 

 
 

An ñEskyò is a portable 
insulated food cooler with a 
hinged or removable lid. A most 
common use is to fill with beer 
cans to take to a sporting event 
or to stand on to view the game. 
The Esky was created in 
Sydney  by a refrigeration 
company called Malleyôs and 
were first sold in the summer of 
1952, around the time 
Australianôs were indulging in 
family car travel and 
picnics..The name Esky is an 
association with Eskimos and 
cold climates. It originally came 
with baked green enamel 
outside with polished chrome 
trimmings. Cork provided the 
insulation. By 1956 there was 
choice of three colours and by 
1959 over 500,000 had been 
sold. The first plastic Esky was 
moulded from polypropylene in 
1984 with polyethylene 
insulation 
Today they are all plastics. In 
1981 Nylex purchased Malleyôs. 
Nylex sold the Esky business to 
Coleman Australia as it went 
into administration in February 
2009.The name ñEskyò has 
become a genericized 
trademark and as such is a 
colloquial term for any portable 
ice box or cooler. It is unlikely 
there is anyone who has not 
had or now owns an ñESKYò. 

Sources:  Wikipedia, Nylex,  

BRUCE CHISHOLM 
ACCEPTS POSITION AS VICE 

PRESIDENT OF PLASTICS 
PIONEERS FOR 2010 

EFFECTIVE IMMEDIATELY 

 

 Bruce grew up in Bendigo and 
graduated from Bendigo 
Technical College (now 
LaTrobe University) with a 
Diploma in Applied Chemistry. 
Later on he completed an MSc 
in Polymer Science and 
Technology at Loughborough 
University of Technology, UK 
and gained experience at the 
Plastics Development Unit at 
the British Rail Technical 
Centre and Rolls Royce 
Advanced Materials 
Department. He had a 34 
years career in R&D with the 
PMG, Telecom Australia and 
Telstra Research Laboratories, 
including 10 years as head of 
the Polymer, Chemistry and 
Environment Section, which 
included polymer science, 
analytical chemistry, health 
and safety, energy technology, 
reliability physics and 
environmental physics. He 
then held positions of General 
Manager, Customer Care and 
General Manager, Planning 
and Resources. These days he 
is a small business owner (K-
Mack Lockers) and still 
manages to fit in some 
laboratory accreditations for 
NATA and IANZ and 
consulting work whilst he and 
his wife Helen navigate their 
way through the process of 
building a new house. óGrand 
Designsô revisited.  
 

Congratulations 
  

 
 

The Events Team of Mason, Dillon & 

Garnsworthy plus partners are working 
on a Very Special Event unlike any 

other Plastics Pioneers has seen. It is 

planned for mid October 
 

Stay Tuned 

In The Beginning 

 
John Wesley Hyatt (1837-1920), 

John Hyatt was an American inventor who refined 
celluloid to make the first practical synthetic 
plastic. Hyatt was born in Starkey, 

New York. At age 16 he went to work for a printer in 
Illinois who produced game boards and pieces. 
Hyatt patented a knife sharpener in1861, and then 

started his own company in Albany, New York, 
where he made checkers and dominoes. This work 
prompted him to look for a cheap substitute for ivory 

for making game pieces. He focused his attention on 
a material called pryoxylin, a nitrated cellulose 
compound dissolved in alcohol and ether, which had 

been developed in Britain. Hyatt received added 
motivation when Phelan and Collender, a New York 
manufacturer, offered a $10,000 prize for 

the best ivory substitute for making billiard balls. 
Hyatt entered the contest and set out to use nitrated 
cellulose in making billiard balls. He improved the 

process by adding camphor, which made the 
compound easier to mould under mild heat and 
pressure. When it cooled, the compound became 

hard, and was strong, easy to colour, and cheap to 
produce. After using it to make billiard balls, Hyatt 
patented his compound in 1869 under the name 

Celluloid. (This patented name has since become 
part of the English language.) It was the first 
synthetic plastic. However, Hyatt failed to win the 

$10,000 prize. In addition to billiard balls, celluloid 
was used to make eyeglass frames, dentures, 
combs, buttons, piano keys, baby rattles, toy dolls, 

shirt tabs, and photographic film. It was highly 
flammable, however, and this limited its use, 
especially after the development of less flammable 

plastics. One product still made of celluloid is table 
tennis balls. Hyatt went on to receive more than 200 
patents for a wide range of inventions. In 1891 he 

invented a ball bearing that is still used in 
manufacturing. He also developed the Hyatt 
Filter a water purification device that was more 

efficient than previous filters. The device separated 
solid particles from water by directing the water 
through a porous filtration substance of sand or 

charcoal. In 1914 Hyatt received the Perkin Medal of 
Honour from the Society of Chemical Industry 
for his work with celluloid. 

 
Source: various 
  

 

Do you have a piece 
of plastics trivia or 

history?  If so please 
drop the Editor a line 

to PO Box 59, 
Mornington, 3931 or 

email: 
plasticspioneers@pla

sticspioneers.com 
 

 DID YOU KNOW?  

Chicken feathers are now being sorted, processed and 

made into many useful products The processed fibres 
from chicken plumage have been used to make a 
polymer film that is made into thin sheets of plastic similar 

to cellophane. This polymer may first show up in 
biodegradable candy wrappers and plastic holders for six 
packs of beverages. It may also be used in plastics for 

dog food bowls and automobile dashboards.  And a 
process has even been developed to make the quill 
protein 90% digestible - possibly for use in dietary 

supplements. So you could soon be eating a chicken quill 
protein bar wrapped in biodegradable chicken feather 
plastic wrap. Yummy! 

mailto:plasticspioneers@plasticspioneers.com
mailto:plasticspioneers@plasticspioneers.com
http://www.foodreference.com/html/fchicken.html
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Have you visited www.plasticspioneers.com. ? Just click on the link to the left and you will find informative news, videos and also all the 
details and forms for upcoming meetings.Go to the HOME page for a comical look at the ñGlobal Financial Crisisò: and then register for 

our June 9 Luncheon Meeting where you will see the true story on what lies ahead for the Australian Economy and the Investment 

Markets.There is not a better time to be totally informed about what lies ahead for ñYour money and Your wealthò. 
     

CLICK  www.plasticspioneers.com for a laugh. And do not forget XMAS in July  on July 21. REGISTER HERE 

 
  
 

WEB SITE VISITORS 
 

The chart to the left shows 
the number of visitors to the 
Plastics Pioneers web site 

.between April 10 and April 
30.The red shows NEW visits 
and the blue shows returning 

and new visitors or total 
visits. Not large numbers but 

they are growing. 

 
Most visits come via the 

linkage we have included on 

all Plastics Pioneers 
electronic communications. 

For example  

CLICK HERE   
for a look at past Newsletter 

Newsletters or  

CLICK HERE  
for a look at the latest 

plastics related videos.. 

or if you want to know the 
four day weather forecast for 

Melbourne  

CLICK HERE 

Plastics Pioneers have a BLOG 

 
http://australianplasticspioneers.blogspot.com  

 

The title of the BLOG is Plastics Knowledge. It is envisaged that people who want to 
learn about plastics will come to the site. It will have a link to the Plastics Pioneers Web 
Site and can also be used to communicate up-coming activities and events, and 
anything else we see as appropriate. 

 A blog is a contraction of the term "web log" and
 
 is a type of website, usually maintained by an 

individual with regular entries of commentary, descriptions of events, or other material such as 
graphics or video. Entries are commonly displayed in reverse-chronological order. Many blogs 
provide commentary or news on a particular subject; others function as more personal online diaries. 

A typical blog combines text, images, and links to other blogs, Web pages, and other media related 
to its topic. A blog is a personal diary, a daily pulpit, a collaborative space, apolitical soapbox, 
breaking-news outlet or memos to the world. The blog is whatever you want it to be. There are 

millions of them, in all shapes and sizes, and there are no real rules. In simple terms, a blog is a web 
site, where you write stuff on an ongoing basis. New stuff shows up at the top, so your visitors can 
read what's new. Then they comment on it or link to it or email you.  It has no cost other than the time 

someone spends keeping it active. The blog site we are using is a Google operation. 

It is an experiment to see how many people might be interested in ñPlastics Knowledgeò and they 

may find their way to Plastics Pioneers Australia and be interested in Membership and our activities. 
Will it have value; we will just have to wait and see. And if you have a minute click on:-.  
.http://australianplasticspioneers.blogspot.com  There is also a LINK from our web site to the blog. 

 

 

 

Disclaimer 
The opinions expressed in 

ñThe Newsletterò do not 
necessarily represent the 
views of Plastics Pioneers 

Australia or this publication. 
While every effort has been 

made to ensure accuracy, no 

responsibility can be 
accepted by Plastics 

Pioneers or the Editor for 

omissions, typographical or 
printing errors, inaccuracies 
or changes that may have 

taken place during or after 
publication.. 

All rights reserved 

http://www.plasticspioneers.com/
http://www.plasticspioneers.com/
http://plasticspioneers.com/meetings.aspx
http://plasticspioneers.com/Newsletters.aspx
http://plasticspioneers.com/innovation.aspx
http://plasticspioneers.com/innovation.aspx
http://australianplasticspioneers.blogspot.com/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Contraction_(grammar)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Website
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Online_diary
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Web_page
http://australianplasticspioneers.blogspot.com/
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June 9, Luncheon Meeting         YOUR MONEY ïYOUR WEALTH 
REGISTER 

This is an excellent opportunity to understand the factors impacting your money and your wealth. Take the 
opportunity to listen, learn and ask questions from a panel of experts from Ord Minnett, one of Australiaôs leading 

wealth management organizations. The speakers will cover equity, property, commodity and currency markets, the 
issues impacting the Australian and global economies and the fall-out from the Federal budget as well as issues and 
opportunities relating to retirement planning and superannuation. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

           Speakers provided by the generous support of   
 
 
 

Partners and guests welcome 
 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>Print, Detach Here and Mail or Email  

HOW TO REGISTER Click to download June 9, 2010 Luncheon Meeting 
TEL:  03 9800 5725   EMAIL REGISTRATION FORM TO: domo1942@hotmail.com    
    
MAIL:  Dorothy Morrison, 7 Whiting Court, Wantirna South, Vic, 3152 

 
PLEASE REGISTER             at $ 39.00   per head (Members)  $46.00   per head (Guests) TOTAL   $  
 

 
TITLE  FIRST NAME                                          LAST NAME 
 

ORGANIZATION     ADDRESS 
 
TEL:      EMAIL:  

 
Guest Names: 
 

SIGNATURE      DATE 
 
CHEQUE PAYABLE TO PLASTICS PIONEERS ENCLOSED OR BANK TRANSFER TO PLASTICS 

PIONEERS WESTPAC: BSB 033 372 A/C:  
    

 

ñYOUR MONEY, YOUR WEALTHò 
OUTLOOK FOR THE ECONOMY AND INVESTMENT MARKETS 

 

 

David Jarman 
David is a senior investment 

officer and has had 20 years 
experience in the finance 
and stock broking sector 

including 9 years as senior 
or chief economist at an 
Australian stock broker. He 

has also worked as an 
Australian institutional 
equities advisor based in 

London. 
 

Tim Adams 
Tim has a background as 

a property valuer and 
corporate accountant. He 
manages portfolios, 

advises on 
superannuation strategies, 
for individuals and self 

manages super funds. 
Tim has two degrees 
(Accounting and Property 

Valuation) and is a CPA 

Camilla Byrne 
Camilla holds a 
Bachelors (Honours) 

Degree in Commerce 
from Melbourne 
University and is a 

Private Client Advisor 
 

Russell Lander 
Russel has been a 
researcher in the stock 

broking industry since 
1962.He has 
interviewed hundreds of 

companies and has a 
broad view of the 
equities market. He is 

also a journalist and 
wrote the Chartist 
column in the Bulletin 

Magazine from 1980 to 
2000 

Please ensure that you register at least one week prior to the event (June2) .For late registrations please telephone Dorothy Morrison on 03 
9800 5725. Refunds cannot be guaranteed for cancellations after June 2. For more details of this event and upcoming events  and directions to 

Hawthorn Receptions go to: 

www.plasticspioneers.com 

 

 

 
 

http://plasticspioneers.com/meetings.aspx
http://plasticspioneers.com/meetings.aspx
mailto:domo1942@hotmail.com
http://www.plasticspioneers.com/
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REGISTER        

SWISS CLUB       REGISTRATION FORM  Click Here 
July 21, 2010 

             
 

 

 
 Annual General Meeting & Luncheon    September 8 
 XMAS Partnersô Luncheon        December 8 
 ñSpecial Eventò in October        Date to be Advised 
 

 
 
 
 

http://plasticspioneers.com/meetings.aspx
http://plasticspioneers.com/meetings.aspx
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Pioneers Letters -Your  View  
 
 

 

This is your chance to have your say. Send your 
Letters to: PO Box 59, Mornington, 3931 or 
Email:  plasticspioneers@plasticspioneers.com 

 
The following is an extract from a letter received from Spenser Watson LMPP 
with thanks. It is appropriate to include as it relates to the late Alan Robinson. 

 
ñAlanôs profile was included in a Plastics Pioneers publication some 10 years 
ago but it was sparse. My guess is that Alan probably started work with 

Moulded Products around about the beginning of 1945. With 30 years service 
this suggests that he would have left the company somewhere around 1974-
1975. Although I had left the company some 3 years before Alan, I have a 

feeling that ill health was a factor in his early retirement decision. I knew Alan 
from the time I started work with Moulded products in July 1946 to the time I 
left the company (then Nylex) in February 1972, a total of some 25 and half 

years. For over half of this time I worked either with or for Alan. Alan and I 
along with Stan Moore, Colin Patterson and our Chief Chemist Dr. Mc Fadyn 
were the first company personnel to start working at the new Mentone factory 

site. This was in August 1946. Our initial job was to set up the new laboratory 
prior to first production people arriving a short time later. During the 1950ôs 
Alan was appointed Technical manager of the company, a position he held  

until about the middle of 1958 when he transferred  to a senior  marketing 
position under Peter Derham and I succeeded him as Technical manager. A 
few years later Alan was appointed  Division  Manager for the Moulding 

division and subsequently to one of two new senior positions , probably called 
Group Manager each responsible for  three operating divisions of the 
company. In Alanôs case these were Moulding, Foam and International. As 

Manager of the Foam Moulding Division in my last year at Nylex I reported to 
Alan. I regard it as a privilege to have worked both with and for Alan during my 
working life at Nylex. Not only did Alan have all the skills and attributes  of a 

good leader and manager, he was also of a warm, friendly and compassionate  
nature earning the respect of all who worked for him. His management skills 
and personality made him a valued member of the senior executive team. 

 
Sincerely    Spenser Watson LMPPò 
 

 
  
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you have a View and you would like to have it published in The Newsletter, 

 email: plasticspioneers@plasticspioneers.com or mail to: PO Box 57, Mornington, 

We Are Changing Our 

Membership Criteria to try 

and attract new members  

 
From July 1, 2010 we are proposing 
four membership categories 
 
MEMBERS 
No change, 20 years in the industry 
and over 40 years of age. $15 joining 
fee and $30 annually 
 
LIFE MEMBERS 
No change, free over 75 for eligible 
Members although they are able to 
donate to Pioneers if they wish 
 
ASSOCIATE MEMBERS 
Associates are Partners or family 
members, both male and female of 
existing or past members with a $15 
Annual fee, but no joining fee. 
 
YOUNG PIONEERS 
Career Development Award 
Recipients, will have free membership 
for the first year and $15 each year 
thereafter. When they turn 40 they 
may become Members with normal 
joining and annual fee. Other Young 
Pioneers are eligible to join with a $15 
annual fee 
 
 
Your can see the New Criteria and 
Application Form by clicking HERE 
 
 
Help us bring new members to 
Plastics Pioneers 

 Dear Editor 
 
The following is an interesting Victoria development of potential 
interest to Pioneers. In the April edition of ñChemistry in Australiaò there 

was reference to work done by RMIT Rheology and Material Processing 
Centre (RMPC) into novel pigment systems which when combined with 

suitable additives can promote heat reflection, reducing heat absorbed in 

the form of ñSolar near infra red radiation.òThis development can 
significantly reduce a vehicles internal temperature reducing the need for 
air-conditioning and therefore saving energy. There has been collaboration 

between RMPC GM Holden, Paintek and AutoCRC and their work has 
expanded into other areas including plastics which have been funded by 
AutoCRC. RMPC focused its research into nano and sub micro pigments 

and composites five years ago after identifying commercial opportunities 
for nano-composite materials. The initial research on clay/dye pigment 
systems led to a twp year project with Nanotechnology Victoria and Allied 

Color and Additives Pty Ltd in Mitcham. Their initial work with fluorescent 
pigments resulted in an intellectual property development, protection and 
licensing agreement being reached. A Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT) 

was lodged by RMPC and ARON international a major pigment 
manufacturer with pigment markets in over 45 countries has taken a 
license. It is good to see our local industry looking to the future despite the 

difficulties experienced over the last few years. 
 
Bill Willis. 

 Dear Editor 
 
Plastics packaging continues under attack but 
are we understanding the issue or creating a 

bigger problem? 
 
In a recent issue of PKN Packaging News it was 

reported that Western Australia looks set to become 
the third state in Australia to ban reusable plastic 
shopping bags following a bill introduced into 

parliament by the Labour Party. Plastic bags without 
handles would be exempt from the ban for reasons 
of food hygiene. At the same time the industry is 

looking into the labelling the environmental 
credentials of packaging using such terms as 
óbiodegradableô, óoxo-degradableô, óphoto 

degradableô , recyclableô, compostableô, and 
renewableô. The national Packaging Covenant Code 
of Practice for Packaging ( ECOPP) has made it 

very clear as to what is required. Companies 
seeking to use environmental labels must refer to 
AS/NZS ISO 14021:2000 where there are clear 

definitions as to what can be claimed. With the term 
ócompostableô, the Australian Bioplastics Association  
has a system of accreditation (AS4736) which is 

based on the European  Bioplastics (EUBP EN 
13432.Some overseas products have claimed 
environmental credentials but fail to meet the local 

standards. One would hope that ACCC will look into 
claims made and take action on products not 
meeting local standards and take action accordingly 

Bill Willis 

mailto:plasticspioneers@plasticspioneers.com
mailto:plasticspioneers@plasticspioneers.com
http://plasticspioneers.com/sitemap.aspx
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CHARITY STATUS AS AT  

MARCH 30, 2010  
 

With thanks to those that have contributed 
 

 
Actual $1,042                 Target  $ 1,200 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Dear Editor 
 
Now for some good news with PVC getting new credits in 
Green Star Rating System 

 
In The Age, Business Day section  on April 28, it was reported 
that the Green building Council of Australia has introduced the 

Green Star credit rating for PVC products. The Green Star 
credit review process rewards those organizations  for best 
practice for PVC products  in flooring, resilient wall covering, 

cables, pipes and conduit in buildings. The Green Building 
council of Australia said that the Green Star rating system was 
the most effective way to encourage responsible us of the 

product. The ruling was welcomed by the Vinyl Council of 
Australia and Plastics Pipe Industry Association 
 

Bill Willis 

 Dear Editor 
 

I thought this might be of interest to Pioneers. 
 
Flinders Street Station is now 100 years young. In reading 

the latest APESMA Newsletter I noted an article about 
Flinders Street station which celebrated its opening 100 
years ago on April 22 1910.The article said that building 

was commenced during 1900 by the railway engineer HPC 
Ashworth Railway and architects James Fawcett. 
 

Flinders Street has always been more than a train station to 
Melburnians. Apart from being a central meeting point 
óUnder The clocksô, it has housed the offices of the Crown 

Solicitor of Victoria, The commissioner of Patents and the 
Registrar of Trademarks. The station also has a grand 
ballroom which was a major social venue before the Second 

World War. The small hat shop to the right of the main 
entrance and down a few stairs has been part of the 
building since it opened in 1910 and I suspect some 

Pioneers  who worked as Area Managers or 
Representatives may have purchased a hat there as a hat 
was a mandatory part of work attire. As an aside during the 

1980ôs I  remember seeing the original Flinders Street Clock 
Tower  stored in a warehouse owned by Gale Pty Ltd in 
Cheltenham, the manufacturers of shade cloth . It was 

undergoing restoration at the time. Such is history. 
 
Bill Willis 

On the lighter side   
 This is published with sincere apologies to the residents of the Ozarks 
in South West Missouri and North West Arkansas and it has nothing to 
do with Plastics. Editor 

A Letter from Mum 

Dear DaughterΦ L ŀƳ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ǎƭƻǿ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ L ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ 

ǊŜŀŘ ŦŀǎǘΦ ²Ŝ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭƛǾŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ ŘƛŘ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ƭŜŦǘ ƘƻƳŜΦ ¸ƻur dad 
read in the paper that most accidents happen within 20 miles from your 
ƘƻƳŜ ǎƻ ǿŜ ƳƻǾŜŘΦ L ǿƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǎŜƴŘ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŜ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎΣ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ 
family that lived here took the house numbers when they left so that 
ǘƘŜȅ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŀŘŘress. This place is real nice. It 
ŜǾŜƴ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ǿŀǎƘƛƴƎ ƳŀŎƘƛƴŜΦ LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ǎǳǊŜ ƛǘ ǿƻǊƪǎ ǘƻƻ ǿŜƭƭ ǘƘƻǳƎƘΦ [ŀǎǘ 

ǿŜŜƪ L Ǉǳǘ ŀ ƭƻŀŘ ƛƴΣ ǇǳƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƛƴ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ǎŜŜƴ ǘƘŜƳ ǎƛƴŎŜΦ ¢ƘŜ 
ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǘƻƻ ōŀŘ ƘŜǊŜ; it only rained twice last week. The first time 
it rained for three days and the second time for four days. The coat you 
wanted me to send you, your Uncle Steve said it would be a little too 
heavy to send in the mail with the buttons on, so we cut them off and 
put them in the pockets. We got another bill from the funeral home. 
¢ƘŜȅ ǎŀƛŘ ƛŦ ǿŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ǇŀȅƳŜƴǘ ƻƴ DǊŀƴŘƳŀΩǎ grave, up 
she comes. John locked his keys in the car yesterday. We were worried 
because it took him two hours to get me and Shelby out. Your sister had 
a baby this morning but L ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƻǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ȅŜǘΣ ǎƻ L ŘƻƴΩǘ 
ƪƴƻǿ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŀƴ ŀǳƴǘ ƻǊ ŀƴ uncle. If the baby is a girl your sister is 
ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƴŀƳŜ ƛǘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ƳŜΦ {ƘŜΩǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ Ŏŀƭƭ ƛǘ aƻƳΦ ¦ƴŎƭŜ tŜǘŜ ŦŜƭƭ ƛƴ ŀ 
whiskey vat last week. Some men tried to pull him but he fought them 
off and drowned. We had him cremated and he burned for three days. 
Three of your friends went off a bridge in a pickup truck. Ralph was 

driving. He rolled down the window and swam to safety. Your other 
two friends were in the back. We think they drowned because they 
ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ǘŀƛƭƎŀǘŜ ŘƻǿƴΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƳǳŎƘ ƳƻǊŜ ƴŜǿǎ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ 
time. Nothing much has happened. 

 Love Mom. 

 PS I was going to send you some money, but the envelope was already 
sealed. 

   

 

DO YOU HAVE AN ARTICLE FOR THE 

NEWSLETTER AS CONTRIBUTIONS 
ARE WELCOMED?  PLEASE EMAIL 
Plasticspioneers@plasticspioneers.com 


